12                    BEHIND THE FRONT PAGE
"With the advent of Tumulty it appeared that Jeffersonian
simplicity had arrived. Mr. Tumulty was cordial. There was
no mistaking that. He talked freely. You could burst in,
and even sit on his desk, and you could ask anything. But
you got no inside information. In lieu of that, you usually
had a charming raconteur before you, a delightful Irishman,
full of the latest stories and chit-chat. But no real news came
from Tumulty. And in the inner office an austere Chief
Executive! Not so simple as Jefferson might have desired it.
What might be characterized as comic relief at the begin-
ning of the first Wilson administration was found in our
first interview with William Jennings Bryan, Secretary of
State, succeeding Philander C. Knox. A certain dignity of
office had characterized Mr. Knox's regime. Employes of the
State Department from the first secretary down to Eddie, the
little square-bodied Negro door man just outside the Secre-
tary's room, had learned that when P. C. Knox rang a bell,
he wanted action. There were about fifteen bells on the Secre-
tary's desk, arranged in one corner.
That day, when half a hundred correspondents called by
appointment to pay our respects to Secretary Bryan, the
Nebraskan rose to receive us, and then sat back informally
on one corner of the desk. Such ease was most un~Knox-like,
and savored of the simplicity a la Jefferson which the ad-
ministration had adopted as a permanent plank.
Bryan started to say something, but was interrupted by
the arrival of Eddie, who rushed in looking worried. Eddie
saw that there had, been some mistake, but before he could
back off, the First Secretary had hurriedly entered. Then
came, one by one from all directions, the department person-
nel, doors swinging inward, revealing anxious faces.
Somebody eased the situation by addressing the new Secre-